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I. United States Department of Agriculture

USDA Urges States to Require Child Support Cooperation through SNAP
https://www.fns.usda.gov/SNAP-child-support-policy-050119.pdf
Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture published a memorandum to state agencies
(PDF, 156 KB) encouraging them to require Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) participants to cooperate with child support programs.
“We want states to take action to ensure that SNAP and child support work together to
help children,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue. “Increasing the number
of states that implement child support cooperation requirements will benefit families,
help non-custodial parents assume responsibility for the well-being and stability of their
children, and provide more children with the support they deserve. We stand ready to
provide technical assistance to any state interested in implementing this policy.”
USDA views the option to establish SNAP child support cooperation requirements as a
good strategy to promote responsibility among both non-custodial and custodial
parents to provide more children with the support they deserve.

USDA Encourages Producers, Rural Communities to Prepare Before Hurricane
Season
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/05/09/usda-encourages-producersrural-communities-prepare-hurricane

May 5 to May 11, 2019, is National Hurricane Preparedness Week, and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds rural communities, farmers and ranchers,
families and small businesses of assistance we can provide should they be impacted by
severe weather this hurricane season. The 2019 Atlantic hurricane season begins on June
1.In the event of hurricanes, USDA can provide a wide range of help to those impacted.
In a continuing effort to serve the public, USDA partnered with FEMA and other
disaster-focused organizations and created the Disaster Resource Center website, located
at www.usda.gov/topics/disaster. This central source of information utilizes a searchable
knowledgebase of disaster-related resources powered by agents with subject matter
expertise. The Disaster Resource Center website provides an easy access point to find
USDA disaster information and assistance.
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USDA Online SNAP Purchasing Pilot
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/online-purchasing-pilot

II. New York State Office of Temporary and Disablility Assistance
Temporary Assistance Budgeting: 2019 Earned Income Disregard and Poverty Level
Test
https://otda.ny.gov/policy/directives/2019/ADM/19-ADM-04.pdf
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Monthly Caseload Statistics –February 2019
https://otda.ny.gov/resources/caseload/2019/2019-02-stats.pdf
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III. New York City Human Resources Administation
Policy Bulletin # 19-25-EMP – May 01, 2019 - Reasonable Accommodations and
Their Role in resolving Potential Negative Case Actions
The purpose of this policy bulletin is to remind Family Independence Administration (FIA)
staff conducting conciliation and Fair Hearing Administration(FHA) staff conducting
conference, pre notice of intent (NOI) reviews, an Pre Fair Hearing file reviews that
disabilities and the need for reasonable accommodations to comply with agency
requirements must be considered when addressing an infraction.
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A reasonable accommodation (RA) is a change or adjustment to agency policies and
procedures to avoid discrimination based on disability and to afford qualified
individuals with meaningful access to the benefits and services provided by HRA

Policy Bulletin # 19-23 –OPE – April 23, 2019 – Fair Hearing - Same Day Resolution
Conference
The purpose of this policy bulletin is to inform all Fair Hearing staff of the Same Day
Resolution Conference (SDRC) process.
A Fair Hearing is an administrative process conducted by the New York State Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA)/NYS Office of Administrative Hearings
(OAH), through which an applicant/participant can challenge decisions related to the
receipt of benefits and services concerning Cash Assistance (CA) and Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provided by the Human Resource Administration
(HRA). Once an applicant/ participant request a FH, they are referred to as an
appellant.
The HRA’s Office of Legal Affairs/Fair Hearing Administrative (OLA/FHA) has developed
the SDRC to streamline the Agency’s FH process, and to provide adequate and timely
delivery of services and benefits to applicants/participants. At SDRC the appellant has
the opportunity on the day of the schedule FH to meet with the conference supervisor
/SDRC Associate Job Opportunity Specialist (AJOS I) to discuss and potentially resolve
the issue(s) for the FH in a conference. In the conference, the appellant may present
documents, establish facts and circumstance to resolve the issues(s) and question or
refute any actions taken on their case.
The SDRC will be conducted at OAH, located at 14 Boerum Place, Brooklyn NY

IV. Reports, News and Notable Items
Trump Administration Floating Changes to Poverty Measure That Would Reduce or
Eliminate Assistance to Millions of Lower –Income Americans – Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities
https://www.cbpp.org/press/statements/trump-administration-floating-changesto-poverty-measure-that-would-reduce-or
The Trump Administration yesterday floated a proposal to use a lower measure of
inflation when adjusting the poverty line each year. Consistent with other policies the
Administration has pursued, this policy would over time cut or take away entirely food
assistance, health, and other forms of basic assistance from millions of people who
struggle to put food on the table, keep a roof over their heads, and see a doctor when
they need to.
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If the poverty line is altered in this fashion, fewer individuals and families will qualify over
time for various forms of assistance, including many who work hard but are paid low
wages. That’s because using a lower measure of inflation like the chained CPI to adjust
the poverty line each year would make the eligibility thresholds for various programs
that serve people in need lower and lower over time, compared with what the
thresholds otherwise would be. This, in turn, would lower the income eligibility limits for
programs like SNAP (formerly known as food stamps) and Medicaid, which are tied to
the federal poverty line. It also would reduce the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) premium
tax credits — and thereby increase the out-of-pocket premium charges faced by
millions of people who purchase health insurance through the ACA marketplaces.

Senior Food Insecurity Studies
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/senior-hunger-research/senior
The State of Senior Hunger in America annual report series documents the
prevalence of food insecurity among the senior population age 60 and older in the
United States.
The most recent report, released in 2019 using 2017 data, found that 5.5
million seniors, or 7.7% of the senior population, were food insecure in 2017. The rate
of food insecurity among seniors is lower in recent years but remains significantly
higher than it was in 2007. The current number of seniors who are food insecure is
more than double what it was in 2001. State-level rates of food insecurity among
seniors range from 2.8% in Minnesota to 12.3% in Louisiana. For the first time, the study
now includes analysis of metropolitan areas, with senior food insecurity rates ranging
from 3% in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area to 17.3% in the Memphis area.
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